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Legislative Report Page 2-3

Our Joint Memorial passed both the House and 
Senate. There were some moments that caused 
concern but they were dealt with and the bill 
moved forward.  

History Comes Alive on 
the Old Stage Trail in Ferry 
County Page 12

The Old Stage Coach trail, as it is now called, 
in the Colville National Forest, was dedicated 
for horseback riding, hiking and also mountain 
biking. On July 27, 28, 29th, YOU, will have a 
chance to ride this historic old trail! 
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Backcountry Horsemen of 
Washington is 30 Years Old? 
Page 6

Can that be right? Yes, believe it or not. So to 
celebrate, please plan to attend our BCHW Gen-
eral Meeting to be held June 2, 2007 at the Ever-
green State Fairgrounds in Monroe, WA, in this, 
our 30th year.

BCHW Mt. St. Helen’s Chapter 
V.I.P. Ride – July 21 & 22
Page 10

The Mt. St. Helen’s Chapter is excited to host our 
fi rst regional V.I.P. ride the weekend of July 21 
and 22 at our home base of Kalama Horse Camp, 
just north of Cougar, WA. 

Cover Photo by Jim Thode. Front to rear, Virginia Mitchem and Sherri Wright on 
the Goat Mountain Trail in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest.

The Trailhead News disclaimer
Articles which appear in Th e Trailhead News do not 
necessarily refl ect the position, opinion or endorsement 
of Backcountry Horsemen of Washington (BCHW), or 
its offi  cers. BCHW and Washington Media Services, Inc. 
are not responsible for the accuracy of all material and 
advertisements. Appearance of an advertisement in the 
THN does not constitute a recommendation or endorse-
ment by BCHW of goods or services off ered therein. Prices 

subject to change without warning. BCHW, Washington 
Media Services, Inc. and its management shall not be held 
responsible for any typing errors or omissions other than a 
correction in the next available issue. Th e Trailhead News 
shall not be reproduced in any form or manner without 
prior written agreement. Th is includes reproduction of 
articles, photos, and the BCHW logo. 

BCHW Mt. St. Helen’s Chapter 

Th e Trailhead News is the offi  cial publication of the Backcountry Horsemen of Washington, Inc. (BCHW).
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These days the buzz is all about 
partnerships and collaboration 
–especially when one is talking 

about projects to be accomplished using 
diminished resources.
 These shift-forming partnerships to 
collaborate on a task are not steps that 
comes easily for an organization such as 
Backcountry Horsemen; an organization 
largely comprised of independent, strong-
minded individuals who seek the trail less 
traveled. Perhaps this is just a politically 
correct way of saying we are stubborn, 
ornery, fi ercely independent cusses fi lled 
with a dwindling measure of pioneer spirit 
and love of the land seen from astride our 
trusty mount.
 Over the past several months I have 
been contacting various land managers and 
equestrian-related associations throughout 
Washington. Most comments ranged from 
“you’re a great group to work with” to “we 
don’t do much with you”, but at no point 
did I need to describe who we are. I am 
happy to report that the general opinion 
out there is favorable, especially when it 
comes to “gaining access” to deep country 
trails for repair work. This year, trails are 
even more threatened, however, with our 
combined efforts, BCHW can make a 
formidable impact upon trail repair and 
partnership building.
 Partnership building must continue 
with other entities as well as from 
within BCHW in a state and chapter 
collaboration. Remember the saying “The 
whole is greater than the sum of its parts.” 
Only with this reciprocal relationship and 
coordination will we be able to target and 
manage our resources effectively in pursuit 
of our common goal. 

 Our organization has had to broaden 
its scope out of necessity to include less 
familiar territory because our mission 
is under siege. BCHW must shift to 
encompass expertise in policy and law-
making to counter rules and policies that 
would restrict access to public land by 
saddle and stock users just as effectively 
as if a trail was closed by a downed tree 
and no one was chainsaw certifi ed. BCHW 
has submitted resolutions to its parent 
organization, BCHA, urging BCHA 
to adopt a stronger strategy through 
legislative action and chapter expansion.
 As President of BCHW, I testifi ed 
to the legislature urging the enactment 
of a policy that would provide weed-free 
forage; now required by law for saddle 
stock use in the wilderness. This is an 
ongoing battle with huge ramifi cations for 
our Right-to-Ride on public lands.  
 The Public Lands Committee co-
authored a strongly-worded refute in 
protest to the proposed closure of equestrian 
access in the Hanford Reach Monument 
(USFWS) area along the Columbia River 
where saddle stock have been used for 
nearly one hundred years. Currently, I 
am addressing proposed actions that may 
impact access and use of the Green River 
Horse Camp and trails in Gifford Pinchot 
USFS (BLM).
 Yes – our trail access and Right-to-
Ride is under siege but our most effective 
weapon is for us to unify our efforts and 
energetically protect and embark upon 
this new terrain, the historic entitlement 
to ride that is such an integral part of our 
American heritage. 
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Legislative Report

The legislative session will be adjourned by the time this 
THN is delivered so I can only report what has happened so 
far. Our Joint Memorial passed both the House and Senate. 

There were some moments that caused concern but they were 
dealt with and the bill moved forward. It will be sent to Wash-
ington D.C. where we hope it will be influential in getting Right 
to Ride up and running again.
 I want to thank Senator Marilyn Rasmussen and Represen-
tative Lynn Kessler for being the prime sponsors for this effort. 
Additionally co-sponsors; Representatives Larry Haler (Dist. 8, 
Pos. 2), Joel Kretz (Dist. 7, Pos. 2), Bill Hinkle (Dist. 13, Pos. 
2), Ed Orcutt (Dist. 18, Pos. 2), Dan Newhouse (Dist. 15, Pos. 
2), Patricia Lantz (Dist. 26, Pos. 1), Jim McCune (Dist. 2, Pos. 
1), Dan Kristiansen (Dist. 39, Pos. 1), Kathy Haigh (Dist. 35, 
Pos. 1), Brian Sullivan (Dist. 21, Pos. 2), and Jim Dunn (Dist. 
17, Pos. 1). Also, a big thank you to Rep. Judy Warnick for not 
only co-sponsoring but helping on many occasions. And finally 
a grateful thank you to the entire House and Senate for pass-
ing this with out so much as a single “no” vote. We do have 
friends in high places. Keeping us in touch with those friends is 
Terry Kohl our lobbyist. He and Mark Gjurasic have been at our 
beckon call every day, including nights and weekends. A well 
deserved thank you to Public Affairs of Washington.
 “So what” you say. Well here is what—we are engaged in an 
effort to get our Right-to-Ride bill introduced in DC. If passed 
this bill would give us a huge step toward maintaining access 
to the trail systems we now enjoy. Our Joint Memorial by our 
elected representatives sends a message that there is a concern 
and support for equestrian access to the trail systems of the U.S. 
Forests and Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land. In the 
world of politics it is very significant. We can start to write, call, 
and email our Federal politicians and encourage them to pay at-
tention to the state elected officials.
 As much as I appreciate the votes and support of the Sena-
tors and Representatives, my special thanks to all who partici-
pated in the political side this session. Those who gave up time 
and money to come to Olympia and Legislative Day and to all 

who wrote, phoned and emailed their reps. Thank you!
 There were a number of issues in which we did not take an 
active roll. The opt out license tab fee of $5.00 for state parks 
was an issue that had mixed support within BCHW, some were 
in favor and others objected because it was not a “forthright” ap-
proach to the funding. The thought here was it should be clearly 
stated what you are paying and why. 
 Another issue is the National Animal Identification System 
(NAIS). This is a program that will purportedly track any prob-
lem in the livestock community, be it diseases in food, or some 
communicable illness that would jeopardize animal health. The 
problem here is that in order to make it work, all animals would 
have to be listed and all properties on which animals reside will 
have to be identified, including full access by state and or federal 
officials to your property. The first bill introduced here was a 
resolution stating that Washington State would not participate 
in this program. There are numerous groups and individuals in-
volved in this issue, many in favor of the program and many 
opposed. BCHW has taken a neutral stand on it. The current 
bill, as amended, states that the state of Washington will form an 
advisory committee to study for one year. Your legislative com-
mittee will do everything possible to make sure we have a seat at 
that table.
 Lastly the federal government is tackling, again, the issue 
of medical coverage if you are injured while participating in 
a “legal” recreational activity. The current bills that have been 
proposed are S 616 and HB 1076. These are companion bills and 
if passed, both will prevent insurance companies from denying 
claims for recreational injuries. I suggest you contact your con-
gressmen and Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell.
 It is my hope that next year we will have a very efficient 
system to notify every member of urgent issues. This will entail 
you providing email addresses and voting district numbers to 
BCHW. By setting up a roster, we will be able to inform each 
member of issues that affect their area and each member will 
have a “vehicle” to get information back to the committee. 
 God bless and have a safe and scenic summer. 

Legislative Report

By Bob Brooke, Legislative Chair 

Call Crissy at (360) 754-4543  
if you would like to advertise in the next issue.  

Deadline for July/August 2007 is June 5. 



 Trailhead News   

May/June 2007

3

Legislative Report

Engrossed Substitute 
House Joint Memorial 4011
State of Washington 60th Legislature 2007 Regular Session By House Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources 
(originally sponsored by Representatives Kessler, Warnick, Haler, Kretz, Hinkle, Orcutt, Newhouse, Lantz, McCune, 
Kristiansen, Haigh, B. Sullivan and Dunn)

READ FIRST TIME 02/26/07.

1 TO THE HONORABLE GEORGE W. BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
2 AND TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
3 REPRESENTATIVES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
4 UNITED STATES, IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:
5 We, your Memorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
6 the State of Washington, in legislative session assembled, respectfully
7 represent and petition as follows:
8 WHEREAS, Recreational pack and saddle stock have historically used
9 and ridden on trails both on public lands and the backcountry of these
10 public lands; and
11 WHEREAS, In the past ten years, federal land managers have, for
12 reasons not substantiated by scientifi c evidence or research,
13 restricted or prohibited access to and the use of trails by
14 recreational pack and saddle stock on those public lands; and
15 WHEREAS, Federal policies regarding management of public lands have
16 a profound impact on the well-being of the citizens of Washington, and
17 changes to those policies should be conducted in an open public forum;
18 and
19 WHEREAS, Backcountry Horsemen of Washington members contributed
20 over 62,000 volunteer hours in 2005, maintaining many miles of trails
21 for all users worth over $1,000,000 in savings to taxpayers;
22 NOW, THEREFORE, Your Memorialists respectfully request that the
23 Congress of the United States enact a law that: Preserves the use and
24 access of pack and saddle stock animals on public lands, including
25 wilderness areas, national monuments, and other specifi cally designated
26 areas, administered by the National Park Service, the Bureau of Land
27 Management, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, or the Forest
28 Service where there is a historical tradition of such use, and for
29 other purposes; directs, as a general rule, that all trails, routes,
30 and areas used by such animals remain open and accessible for such use;
31 and allows agencies to implement a proposed reduction in the use and
32 access of pack and saddle stock animals on such lands only after
33 complying with the full National Environmental Policy Act review
34 process.
35 BE IT RESOLVED, That copies of this Memorial be immediately
36 transmitted to the Honorable George W. Bush, President of the United
37 States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
38 House of Representatives, and each member of Congress from the State of
39 Washington.

– END –
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Who Cares What 
District I’m In?
By Darrell Wallace, Vice President 

In recent years, members have seen a blank on the membership 
form that asks for their legislative district.  Far too many mem-
bers leave it blank, leaving the board of directors wondering 

“why?”.  Some think that members don’t know why it’s impor-
tant, while others speculate that many members just don’t know in 
which district they live, and don’t know how to fi nd out.
 The mission of BCHW is to keep trails open to equine use, 
and that frequently means working with the Washington Legisla-
ture.  Often, a bill can be blocked by one or two individual legisla-
tors, and we fi nd it necessary to convince them how important the 
bill might be.  In January, the BCHW Legislative team wanted to 
contact members from one legislative district, but our records did 
not show any members from that district (although we know we 
have a number of them!).  
 Legislators usually listen most to voters from their own dis-
trict, so we try to contact members from the legislator’s district, 
asking them to contact their legislator and tell him or her how 

they feel about that issue.  In some cases, merely telling a legisla-
tor how many BCHW members live in his or her district can be 
very infl uential.  But we can’t do that if we don’t know members’ 
districts.  Consequently, President Bob Gish has set a goal of de-
termining legislative districts for all BCHW members by the end 
of this year.
 Finding out your legislative district is easy, especially on the 
Internet.  The Legislature’s website www.leg.wa.gov/Legislature/ 
has a link that says “Find your district” and asks for your address.  
Hint:  just typing in your ZIP Code will often be enough to fi nd 
your district.  If you prefer the telephone, your county elections 
offi ce can tell you your district as well.
 BCHW maintains confi dentiality on all information about in-
dividual members, including legislative districts, and will not use 
your name in legislative endeavors without your permission.  

So please, tell BCHW your district! 

A Word From The V.P.
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On March 15, the Forest Service along with the National 
Forest Foundation (NFF) and the American Recreation 
Coalition (ARC) hosted one of six regional recreational 

forums being held around the nation in Portland. Each of these 
forums focuses on different issues facing the Forest Service as it 
works on reinventing itself for the future. The last of these forums 
will be held in Washington DC on April 30 where the information 
will be gathered into a coherent set of visions.
 I attended the Portland forum, which had the theme of “Re-
Connecting Youth to Outdoor Recreation”. The topic stems from an 
identifi ed need to get new generations of kids to not just understand 
what cherished resources federal public lands are to America, but 
also to get out and enjoy them. The fl ip side is that kids have to both 
be able to and want to get involved in outdoor recreation. This only 
happens if there are activities and experiences that attract them. 
Enhancing outdoor education programs in schools, reaching out to 
parents in health initiatives, and offering a range of outdoor activi-
ties that appeal to kids all involve a long term effort to communi-
cate with urban based residents that it is worth experiencing nature 
rather than just viewing it on a screen. There is a certain safety net 
that goes with interacting with known quantities, say a group of 
friends at a movie. Going beyond that is risky behavior to a genera-
tion of Americans that are growing up detached from nature. This 
issue is now receiving major attention, particularly since the much 
heralded author Richard Louv of “Last Child in the Woods: Saving 
Our Children From Nature-Defi cit Disorder” argued that the media 
and parents have “scared children straight out of the woods and 
fi eld” into “safe” regimented sports.
 There were a number of important leaders and managers at 
the forum, and their concerns were real. Most of the non-govern-
ment representatives were from outdoor education activity groups 

Washington/Oregon (R6) Recreation Forum
By Jeff Chapman, BCHW Public Lands Committee Chair

or businesses which produced goods for them. There were several 
kids there from one of the Portland area schools, and they actively 
joined the discussions with very thoughtful insights. We talked 
about diversity, access, outdoor skills, healthy activities, and suc-
cessful programs fi nanced by both business and non-profi t organi-
zations working together. Jim Bedwell, USFS Recreation Director, 
gave an insightful talk along with the rather interesting comment, 
“We need to be better partners with those that share our goals.” I 
do believe that he was including us. All in all, it was a good forum 
that attempted to deal with a very diffi cult issue – trying to keep the 
Forest Service as a vital part of American society and culture.
 I fi nd the youth topic troubling for us as it touches on our 
sustainability issues. Where is the next generation of trail riders? 
With western movies and stories now disappearing from American 
culture, how will our goal to keep horses on trails sustain itself if 
the connection between Americans and horses is merely historical? 
Where will we be if the new crop of federal and state land manag-
ers are completely educated by people who may view horses as 
bothersome, manure-producing, carbon agents that can’t run on 
batteries? There have always been certain disconnects between 
Americans and reality – beef comes packaged in grocery stores, 
not from cows; paper comes from Offi ce Depot, not from trees; 
copper comes from China, not from mines. Well, if we’re not care-
ful, horses are about to come from old DVDs, not stables, ranches, 
and open range. If parents don’t relate to horses, and teachers don’t 
relate to horses, and well-meaning outdoor education non-profi ts 
don’t relate to horses, then who is teaching kids about history and 
life on the range? We will have to fi nd a way since it will take a 
national commitment to keep our public lands open – apathy can 
have a much more profound affect on the future of recreation than 
politics. 

Public Lands Bulletin

“TRAIL RIDING AND PACK TRIPS IN WASHINGTON”
Where to ride and how to get there –

with the special chapter on Map & Compass Use is again available be-
cause of requests for a 3rd reprint. This is a limited and fi nal reprint!

Copies are now available from:

K and S Saddlery in Spanaway, WA. 253-537-1275
36 trail maps, trail tips, stock fi rst aid, 150 trail guides and over 300 pages.

Copies may also be ordered from:
Runnin’ W Inc.
P.O. Box 1307
Wilsonville, OR 97070
for $18.95 plus $2.75 for postage.

JUST REPRINTED IN TIME FOR SPRING RIDING:

503-682-8081
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Can that be right? Yes, believe it or 
not. So to celebrate, please plan to 
attend our BCHW General Meet-

ing to be held June 2, 2007 at the Ever-
green State Fairgrounds in Monroe, WA, 
in this, our 30th year.
 Being billed by some as “Rondy Lite”, 
or “Adopt a Living Legend”, the BCHW 
general meeting will be held in conjunc-
tion with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment wild horse adoption. Trainer Leslie 
Neuman and natural hoof farrier Cheryle 
McConnaghey will be working with some 
of the thirty to forty horses the BLM have 
available for adoption. Also on the fair-
grounds that weekend will be The Western 
Washington Reiners show, cowboy shop-
ping, and a swap meet. 
 BCHW has invited a select group of 
vendors, including Chris Tornow, Way Out 
West, Spane Buildings, and Brim Tractor 
Company (featuring Silverlite Trailers). 
Several of these vendors have supported 
Backcountry Horsemen of Washington 
for many of those 30 years, with some 
new ones for added interest. The planning 
committee has reserved space in the hall 
for each chapter, so bring your banner, 
chapter display, and any other information 
your chapter wishes to share with the gen-

Backcountry Horsemen of 
Washington is 30 Years Old?

eral public. Also, tables will not be pro-
vided, so please bring a table if you need 
one. Additionally, DNR, State Parks and 
the Forest Service have been invited. 
 At the general meeting, the Lopper 
and Volunteer Coordinator of the Year 
Awards will be given, as well as current 
BCHA and Legislative information. A 
fascinating guest speaker has not been 
named, but may magically appear.
 After the meeting and some great 
shopping, please plan to attend our din-
ner, plus our live & silent auction. This is 
the only planned BCHW fund raiser for 
2007, so if you are at all inclined to sup-
port our organization with more than all 
those volunteer hours, please come and 
buy some cool stuff. The large variety of 
auction items include Seahawks tickets, a 
weekend for two at Eden Valley Ranch, an 
antique pack saddle, a Ruger Old Army 
blackpowder revolver, Mariners tickets, 
a riding saddle, a laser level and a DVD 
player. 
 The BBQ chicken dinner must be or-
dered by May 15 (see order form below or 
on the BCHW website). You do not need to 
buy dinner to attend the auction. BCHW’s 
own Steve Reppert and Stan Kvistad will 
be our auctioneers. If you have ever seen 

them work together, you know how much 
fun it will be to watch them. If you haven’t, 
you are in for a treat. And as if the Steve 
and Stan Show is not enough, the planning 
committee is working on some additional 
great evening entertainment. Of course, 
no BCHW weekend event would be com-
plete without a Sunday morning Cowboy 
Church, which will be conducted by Fred 
Moore of the Traildusters Chapter.
 For those wishing to stay in Monroe 
both days, there is camping available at 
the fairgrounds (call 360-805-6700).
 So come to Monroe on June 2 & 3 to:
• Attend the general meeting and
 Promote your chapter in the display 
 area
• Look at wild horses and
 Do some shopping
• Watch Leslie Neuman 
• Watch reining and
 buy stuff at the auction
• Eat dinner (remember LNT rule 1 

– plan ahead. Order those tickets for 
dinner today!)

• Come to Cowboy Church and
 Take home a Mustang (a MUST!) 

BCHW General Membership Meeting Dinner

Name ________________________________________________________ Chapter ____________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number ( _________ ) ________________ Email _________________________________________________________

_________ Quantity of dinners ($21.00 each) Total ___________________________

Please make checks or money orders out to BCHW
Mail to: Barbara Vaché • 12015 60th ST NE • Lake Stevens, WA  98258 

Please clip and mail with your payment

Around The State
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Adopt a Wild Horse!
June 2-3, 2007

Evergreen Fairgrounds in Monroe

35 Wild Horses Available
Sat., June 2: View & Register, 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. Two Wild Horse Gentling Demos and More!

Sun., June 3: View & Register, 8 a.m.- 9 a.m. Oral Bid Adoption at 9:30 a.m.

Horse Raffl e to Benefi t 4H and Back Country Horsemen of WA
For details, call Bureau of Land Management
at 1-800-997-2022 Or 1-866-4-MUSTANGS

www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov

Adopt A Living Legend...
In Monroe, Washington
We’re looking to you to fi nd us a home...won’t you help us?

 Where: Evergreen State Fairgrounds
 14405 – 179th Ave. S.E., Monroe, WA
 (At the Corner of Hwy 2 and 179th Ave S.E.) 
 Camping available through Evergreen State Fair Grounds

 

 A joint Cooperative event between Backcountry Horsemen 
of WA, Bureau of Land Management and Snohomish 

County 4-H Program 
 

For applications, adoption information, etc., call 
Bureau of Land Management: 

1-866-4MUSTANGS or visit
 www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov/     

 

Other Contact Info:   
Steve Reppert, BLM: 
 1-360-403-9388

 

Barbara Vache’, BCHW: 
 1-425-334-6010

 

Jeff LaBreck, Auction 
Information:
 1-360-264-7901

 

Angela Colley, 4-H 
Snohomish County: 
 1-360-243-0725 or 
 1-425-422-4356

When:  June 2-3, 2007

Saturday (6/2): 

 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – View & Register Mustangs

 8:30 a.m. – Vendors Open 

 10:00 a.m. – Gentling Demo starts

 12:00 p.m. – Silent Auction Starts 

 1:00 p.m. – Raffl e Drawing for 

  Gentled Promotion Mustang

 1:00 p.m. – BCHW General Meeting 

 6:00 p.m. – Dinner

 7:00 p.m. – Live Auction starts

 

Sunday (6/3): 

 7:00 a.m. – Cowboy Church

 8:00-9:00 a.m. – Viewing 

  & Registration, Gentling Demo

 9:30 a.m. – Oral Bid Adoption Begins

 10:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. – Load Adopted Animals 

  and Process Walk-Up Adoptions
 

Around The State
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BCHW Wants You to 
Go Play Outside or  
Ride The West!
By Jeanne Koester, Executive Assistant to the President, BCHW Northeast Chapter

This year Ride the West and Go Play Outside Events are 

scheduled on the same days in May but at opposite ends 

of Washington. At the December 2006 BCHW Board of 

Directors meeting, it was voted that BCHW would participate in 

the Ride The West event by sponsoring exhibits and making the 

most of the opportunity to get information about our organization 

out to the public through this highly visible and popular event.

 The benefits of participating in events like Ride The West 

or Go Play Outside are multiple:  we can meet and greet people, 

provide helpful information, become a more visible group, recruit 

potential new members, forge new partnerships, teach skills, 

share ideas, show off, tell   tales, brag or complain about our 

four-legged manure machines, talk trails, eat good Dutch oven 

cooking and play in good company where the shared language 

is  “horse/mule”. 

 BCHW Chapters located on the east side, especially, are 

encouraged to support and become involved in BCHW/Ride The 

West, and BCHW chapters are encouraged to make financial 

contributions for the purpose of helping to defray the cost of the 

exhibits. 

 Let’s remember that our objective for participating in such 

events as Go Play Outside or Ride The West is to make the 

most of every opportunity to promote the BCHW Mission and 

Purpose. 

Around The State
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From the Editor’s Desk
By Crissy McGee, Editor

We are looking for experienced horsemen and 
newcomers alike to represent their chapters 
by writing articles and photographing events 

to be published in the Trailhead News magazine. Due to 
the overwhelming response from members for this issue, 
articles need to be a maximum of 300 words or less with 
one to two high quality photos (at least 3” x 5” and 300 
resolution) so we are able to represent more chapters. If 
necessary, we cut from the bottom up when editing, so 
please have all your important information in the be-
ginning of your article. Please send entries to Crissy at 
bchw@wamedia.com. Entries must be submitted no later 
than June 5 for the July/August 2007 issue.
 Photo criteria can include shots of events or people 
involved to be published with articles, and large photos 

for the magazine covers. Members are also encouraged 
to submit photos of the authors, and photos for the new 
section titled “Where in Washington?” This section will 
feature photos taken in areas all across the state. Readers 
send in guesses as to the locations of these photos.
 Another note, please remember to pay your member-
ship dues on time! Every member who pays their dues on 
time will receive one free classifi ed advertisement in the 
Trailhead News per year (this freebie applies to current 
and new members and is only for advertising personal 
items, not for business profi t). We are also looking for 
updates to chapter director contacts, addresses, phone 
numbers, email addresses, etc. throughout the magazine. 
For questions, please contact Crissy (360) 754-4543 or 
bchw@wamedia.com. 

Help Wanted - Writers & Photographers

Horse Around Days will kick off a full program of festivities at 
the Skagit County Fairgrounds in Mount Vernon on July 21 
and 22. The fi rst of its kind, Horse Around Days will benefi t 

domestic violence and sexual assault prevention.
 The Backcountry Horsemen of Washington is a featured pro-
vider of multiple demonstrations during both days. Additionally, they 
will operate an informational booth.
 “The horse industry is very important to Washington State’s 
economy,” says Patty Kelley, Event Director for Horse Around Days. 
“And this festival will showcase many wonderful breeds and disci-
plines that contribute to the health of the industry.” 
 Renowned natural horsemanship clinicians Alice Trindle with T 
& T Horsemanship of Oregon, and Barb Apple with Barb Apple’s 
Horseplay, from Washington, will provide multiple training demon-
strations for both beginners and experienced riders.
 Other featured demonstrations include the Warhorse Challenge 
Association, Washington State Polocrosse team, Warm Beach Vault-

Premier Horse Festival to Benefi t 
Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Prevention

ers, medieval equestrian riding, Skagit Rein Riders Drill Team, Co-
lumbia Basin Equine Rescue, and Spanish Riding. In addition to 
these, veterinarians and other professionals will demonstrate how 
to care for a horse and what to look for when buying a horse. 

From the Editor’s Desk
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Out On The Trails

The Mt. St. Helen’s Chapter is excited to host our first regional 
V.I.P. ride the weekend of July 21 and 22 at our home base 
of Kalama Horse Camp, just north of Cougar, WA. We 

have hand delivered or mailed dozens of invitations to state 
and county representatives from Clark, Skamania, and Cowlitz 
Counties. Regional managers of the state public lands and other 
recreational users have also been invited. Our hope is to continue 
the momentum of our state organization, as we strengthen the 
grass roots effort of spreading the 
message of our mission statement. 
In addition, we will highlight our 
willingness to be a cooperative 
partner in the recreational use of 
our public lands.
 We plan on offering 
opportunities for a nice trail ride, 
non-motorized mountain bike ride, 
or a hike along one of the plethora 
of trails that we help to maintain. 
Of course, we will have great camp 
food as well, along with some 
musical entertainment from a few 
of our more talented members. 
Excellent campfire discussion will 
be a certainty, and our Leave No 
Trace (LNT) chairperson, George 
Matson, is planning a display to 
showcase the Backcountry Horsemen’s LNT ethics. Sunday 
morning will be highlighted by a Cowboy Church service.
 Chapter members Lloyd Gelentere and Norm Welsh went to 
Olympia on March 14 and hand delivered the invitations to our 
local representatives in the State Senate and House. It was very 
encouraging to be greeted by staff members who were fully aware 
of the Right-to-Ride legislation. More impressive was that on 
this very day the House Chamber voted 96-0 to pass HJM 4011. 
Everyone across the state should be very proud of their part in 

BCHW Mt. St. Helen’s Chapter
V.I.P. Ride – July 21 & 22
By Terri Anderson & Norm Welsh, BCHW Mt. St. Helen’s Chapter

making your voices heard. “THANK YOU” to our state leaders 
and all those who attended the legislative day. You all made a 
great impression that day!
 We are hopeful for a strong turnout to our V.I.P. event and 
invite anyone who wants to come down and participate. We are 
reserving the lower half of Kalama Horse Camp, which is the 
bigger side. Please RSVP your attendance to Terri Anderson at  
JimTerriMustRide@aol.com or 360-835-5719.

Update on latest 
project

Rome was not built in one day 
but the Rock Creek Bridge 
was!!! This project began on 

Saturday, March 31st with DNR 
“heading up” the Trail Advisory 
Group (TAG) in planning the 
construction of this bridge. With 
the help of a great work crew and 
the very generous donation of a 
crane and crane operator, we built 
a long-awaited bridge across Rock 
Creek just out of the Rock Creek 
Horse Camp in one day. We had 
help from DNR, Washington 

Trail Association, Cold Creek Mountain Bikers, Chinook Trail 
Association, Washington Trail Riders Association, and Mt. St. 
Helens Chapter BCHW members. There were volunteers with 
a wide range of construction experience who worked together 
and got the job done. The  Rock Creek trail system appeals to 
many user groups; we continue to work cooperatively to keep this 
trail system open. What a great example of how we can all work 
together and enjoy the trails together! 

The volunteer crew, tired but proud, and working together

BARNETT IMPLEMENT COMPANY
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Out On The Trails

Bob Shonka, past President of Backcountry Horseman of 
Washington lost his loving wife BettyRae today, February 
23rd, to congestive heart failure.  As many of you may know 

Bob and BettyRae have been battling her health issues over the 
last few months.  That day BCHW lost a dedicated member, the 
community an avid supporter and my best friend.  I met both Bet-
tyRae and Bob when they attended a meeting at Cascade Horse 
Club in 1996.  I immediately felt an instant kinship with both.  
BettyRae and I had uncanny similar interests and likes.  From 
our great love of animals, riding horses, camping, traveling, thrift 
store shopping, furniture refinishing to dark chocolate.  Over the 
years I had come to know of her many talents.  She was a won-
derful cook and no one could bake a better pie than her.  Many a 
dollar was raised at Cascade Horse Club dessert auctions from her 
baked goods, and all enjoyed her dishes at camp cookouts.  You 
couldn’t find a person who treated their family and friends any 
better.  She truly loved her husband Bob and was very proud of her 
niece, Tracy, nephew Randy and their families.  Always remem-
bering her friends with a special card or a quick call to say, “It’s a 
nice day, let’s go have lunch”, some little keepsake or recipe she 
thought you might like.  BettyRae has been a longtime horseman 
since her youth and strong supporter of BCHW and BCHA.  As 
she lived her life caring for her family, animals and others, we all 
can take note and honor her by doing the same. 

At the Trail’s End
In Memory,
BettyRae Ward-Shonka, 
BCHW Cascade Horse Club Chapter
Oct. 23, 1941-Feb. 23, 2007

By Laura Drager, Independent Member of BCHW

Well the ride wasn’t 
exactly nine miles long 
but it did take place 

on Nine Mile Ranch (halfway 
between Walla Walla and Pasco). It 
was Walla Walla Wagon Wheeler’s 
spring fund raiser prize ride April 
1st.
 It seemed more like maybe 
five-six miles total and was a very 
pretty ride up and down newly 
greened up ranch hills. Sometimes 
we rode on cow trails, sometimes 
we followed roads and sometimes 
we just wandered across open 
range like in the western movies. I couldn’t help but admire 

Wagon Wheeler’s Nine Mile Ride
By Robin Dale, BCHO Pendleton Chapter

some good looking cows and their  
very handsome babies and some 
of them seemed to admire us too! 
(At least they stared very intently 
as we rode by.)
 I would estimate that there  
were about 75-100 riders, but they 
were spread out over about an 
hours worth so we didn’t really  
see them all until lunchtime.  
Though the wind blew pretty 
steadily, a nice BBQ lunch was 
served up in a sheltered corral  
which I thought was very 
picturesque with all the many 

horses tied up along the wooden rail fences. 
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Howdy from the Ferry County Chap-
ter of Backcountry Horsemen! In 
case you have never been to our 

corner of Washington, this area is rich in 
wildlife, history, and 
GOLD as well as one 
of the most wonderful 
places in Washington 
to ride your horse or 
mule! Not only do we 
get to enjoy living in 
Republic but we get 
to enjoy riding here. 
Where else can you 
ride where you will see 
white face cattle still 
grazing on the grassy 
hills? In Ferry County 
you can feel like you 
are going back in time 
to when cattle grazed 
and stagecoaches rolled 
on the trails. 
  History comes 
alive on the “Old Stage Trail”. If you went 
back in time to 1892 and lived in this beau-
tiful area, you would know that the old State 
Wagon Trail was constructed as the first 
highway in Washington State! A bill was 
passed through the State legislature that 
would establish a wagon road system to 
link the river port town of Marcus with the 
bustling gold camp of Republic. The State 
Wagon Trail was built for wagons and pas-
sengers to cross over the Kettle Crest moun-
tains to the Republic gold fields. 
 In 1992, an energetic Chapter of BCH, 
called the “Kettle Ridge Riders”, in con-
junction with the U.S. Forest Service, and 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), re-
constructed this trail for its 100th anniver-
sary. The trail was dedicated on August 8, 
1992, complete with a BBQ, riders with 
flags, a ribbon cutting ceremony, and horses 
and wagons! The Old Stage Coach trail, as 
it is now called, in the Colville National 
Forest, was dedicated for horseback riding, 
hiking and also mountain biking. 

History Comes Alive on the Old Stage 
Trail in Ferry County!
By Lu Young, BCHW Ferry County Chapter Historian

 On July 27, 28, 29th, YOU, will have 
a chance to ride this historic old trail! The 
Ferry County Chapter will be having our 
Steak and Poker ride using the Old Stage 

Trail. This loop trail consists of five miles of 
climbing up the Midnight Ridge Trail to the 
Kettle Crest. On the upper reaches of this 
trail you are treated to vistas of green grass 
bent over by the wind and large stands of 
Lodge pole Pines, 
as well as Aspens. 
Portions of the Old 
Stage trail have wide 
turnouts, where we 
are told stage drivers 
turned their teams. 
There are interpre-
tive steel and rock 
cairns along this 
trail, and halfway 
down is Lust Spring 
where thirsty teams 
were watered. This 
loop trail ends over 
a wooden bridge 
and fords Lambert 
Creek and back 
to Lambert Creek 

Horse Camp. If you look closely you may 
see gold flakes in the creek. The ride is 9.94 
miles of breath-taking scenery and wildlife. 
This year we are adding a longer trail for 
those who want a longer ride to Copper 
Butte and back to the Old Stage Trail. This 
longer trail will be approximately 15 miles. 
 We, the Ferry County Chapter of 
BCHW, invite you, to come to our steak/
poker ride and go on a journey back in time 
that you will never forget. If you haven’t see 
this corner of Washington, you are missing 
a chance to hear the snort of horses and a 
jingle of trace chains as the old west comes 
alive here in Ferry County this July! Our 
steak/poker ride, Saturday the 28th, will end 
with a steak dinner and dessert for $20.00. 
A pancake breakfast will be included on 
Sunday morning. Sing around the campfire 
and sleep under the stars in Ferry County on 
July 28, 29 at Lambert Creek Horse Camp 
in Republic, Washington. Come join the 
fun! For information and pre-registration, 
call: Linda Peterson at 509-775-2140 or 
email steakridefcbch@wildblue.net. Plenty 
of sunshine, great food and good memories 
are to be had in Ferry County this July! 

Tom Windsor, Ken Orford, George, Darius Youn and Tyrgve 
Culp huddled around the steaks on the grill at Lambert Creek 

Dishing out the dinner

Out On The Trails
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 The 2nd Great Gravel Haul 2007

By Ed Haefl iger, Volunteer Packer DNR and Olympic National Park, BCHW Capitol Riders Chapter

March 3, 2007 was a drizzly, cold, and damp morning.  Patch-
es of leaving snow dotted the area as 34 trail workers from 
local chapters of Backcountry Horsemen of Washington 

(BCHW), the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) staff and 
other groups arrived.  These volunteers gathered at the intersection 
of roads D4000 and D4100 in the Capitol Forest near Olympia, 
WA.  This was a continuation of repair to the damaged trail tread 
on the Mima-Porter trail #8, but because of the severe winter dam-
age, this year’s work focused on repairing several gapping holes in 
the trail left by the displaced root balls of downed trees.  The Great 

Gravel Haul 
has become a 
very valuable 
project for 
both the DNR 

and the local trail users.  
 Because of adverse terrain, motorized gravel haulers are unable 
to reach these areas. Only volunteer packers and trail workers are 
able to pack gravel in on horses and mules.  During this year’s proj-
ect, 26 horses and mules were used for packing.    Horse and mule 
pack strings traveled approximately 12 miles, round trip.  16 pack 
animals carried 18,680 lbs. of gravel and rock equaling 408 buckets, 
all of which had to be loaded, packed, unpacked and spread by hand.  
The volunteer workers and DNR staff were rightfully proud of the 
amount and quality of the work they accomplished.  The experienced 
pack stock and handlers demonstrated that the ancient skill of mov-
ing cargo with horses and mules still has a very valuable place in our 
modern world.  We are all looking forward to March 1st, 2008 when 
the members of BCHW and many other volunteers will again gather 
for the next Great Gravel Haul.  

 

On behalf of the Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources Pacifi c Cascade Region and Commissioner of 
Public Lands Doug Sutherland, I would like to thank the 

Back Country Horsemen of Washington for their participation in 
the 2nd Annual Great Gravel Pack-In in Capitol State Forest. This 
event, organized by volunteer Ed Haefl iger in cooperation with the 
DNR, is an excellent example of the generosity of our volunteers 
and the spirit of cooperation characteristic of our volunteer pro-
gram.
 This year’s event was a great success and included thirty-four 
volunteers, 4 DNR staff members and twenty-six very patient ani-
mals. In addition to hauling gravel, crews patched several potholes 
and made signifi cant improvements to the trail at the trailhead re-
sulting in a total haul of approximately 20,000 pounds, or 10 tons, 
of gravel!

 A special thank you to Ed Haefl iger for having the idea and 
bringing us all together. Thanks to the efforts of Bob Stover, drop 
site lead, and Dick Yarboro, loading site lead, we had a safe event 
with no injuries. Thanks to Betty Reichel for her fabulous record 
keeping skills and Jeff LaBreck for acting as Scale Master. Thank 
you to all of the gravel shovelers, loaders, handlers, packers, 
unloaders, photographers and helpers. Also, thank you to Dick 
Pust of KGY Radio, the Olympian and other local newspapers for 
getting the word out. Thank you to Washington Media Services’ 
Joyce Willms for all her public relations work and Crissy McGee 
your Trailhead News Editor.
 The Department of Natural Resources Pacifi c Cascade Re-
gion is looking forward to hosting this event again next year. Mark 
your calendars for Saturday, March 1, 2008. In the mean time, 
we’ll see you out on the trails. 

By Christine Redmond, Public Land Use Manager, Dept. of Natural Resources

Out On The Trails

Photos by Jim Thode
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Lewis County Chapter  
Poker Ride

 May 12, Sign in 9:00-10:30 a.m.
 Last rider out at 11:00 a.m.
 $6 ride fee
 Burnt Ridge in Onalaska
 (360) 978-5336 or (360) 262-9132

2007 Washington Youth 
Outdoor Adventure Expo

 May 18 & 19
 Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
 Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
 Cowlitz County Expo Center,
 Longview, WA
 (360) 864-4259, www.gopaw.org

Ride the West Horse & 
Ranch Expo 
 May 18-20
 Spokane Fair & Expo Center
 Jim Hudkins: (509) 954-7446

 jchudkins1@netzero.net

Oakland Bay Chapter Fun Ride
 May 26
 First pair of hands $10, 
 additional pairs $5 each
 Kennedy Creek off Hwy 101 
 between Shelton and Olympia
 Debbie Binion: (360) 426-1998
 rbinion@hctc.com or 
 Georgia Priestorn: (360) 432-3022

BCHW Board of Directors 
Meeting  
 June 2 at 9 a.m.
 Monroe, WA. Fairgrounds

 Jeanne Koester: (509) 238-3267
 backcountryrider@gmail.com

BCHW General Membership 
Meeting 

 June 2 at 1 p.m.
 Monroe, WA. Fairgrounds  
 Steve Reppert: (360) 403-9388

LNT Social Campout
 June 22-24
 Twisp River Horse Camp
 Jane Byram: (509) 997-7407
 lntjane_3@hotmail.com

Willapa Hills Chapter Annual  
Prize Ride

 June 23, 10 a.m.
 Cost: $12 for ride, lunch & prize ticket
 $6 for lunch only
 Oxbow Road 
 (between Chehalis and Raymond)
 (360) 942-5659 or (360) 934-5500

13th Annual Special Olympics 
Thurston Co. Sheriff’s Trail Ride 
and Chili Feed

 June 22 & 23
 Meriand Scott: (360) 786-5510 ext. 6632
 scottm@co.thurston.wa.us

Nisqually Chapter Trail Challenge
 July 14: Pre-ride meeting from 
 8:00-8:30 a.m., start time 9:00 a.m.
 Northwest Equestrian Center in Rainier
 Jaceil Easton: (253) 682-9740
 www.discovery-computer.com/bchw

Mt. St. Helen’s Chapter V.I.P. Ride
 July 21 & 22
 Kalama Horse Camp,
 North of Cougar, WA
 Terri Anderson
 (360) 835-5719
  jimterrimustride@aol.com

Ferry County Chapter Poker/
Steak Ride

 July 27-29
 $20, includes dinner, dessert and 
 pancake breakfast on Sunday
 Old Stage Trail in Republic
 Linda Peterson: (509) 775-2140
 steakridefcbch@wildblue.net

Buck Creek Prize Ride
 August 4
 Ron Lind: (360) 829-6580

Olympic Chapter 
Springwood Ranch Ride
 August 17-19
 $100 per person
 Thorp, WA 
 Drew Daly: (360) 692-5148
 treesdaly@silverlink.net

Third Quarter Board of  
Directors Meeting
 September 22 
 Cle Elum Ranger Station

 Jeanne Koester: (509) 238-3267
 backcountryrider@gmail.com

BCHW/USFS & State Land 
Managers  
 November 30 
 Cle Elum Ranger Station

 Jeanne Koester: (509) 238-3267
 backcountryrider@gmail.com

Fourth Board of Directors 
Meeting  
 December 1
 Cle Elum Ranger Station 
 Jeanne Koester: (509) 238-3267 
 backcountryrider@gmail.com

2007 Calendar of Events 
Calendar of Events

2007 Calendar of Events Form
Chapters! See below for how you can get your event listed on the BCHW Trailhead News 2007 Calendar of Events at no charge!
Name of event: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsoring Chapters: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Date of event: ____________________________________________ Cost (if any): __________________________________

Location: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact person: ___________________________________________ Phone number: _________________________________

Email address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Event listings must be submitted using the event form, which is also available on www.bchw.org. Please email your event 
to Crissy at bchw@wamedia.com. There will be no cost to members who wish to have their event on the calendar, as long as more 
than one chapter is participating in any way (shape or form) in the event, i.e. more than one chapter hosting the event or more than one 
chapter invited to participate in event. For questions, please call Crissy at 360.754.4543. Thank you!
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Optional Members 

Name  Chapter
Earl & Dorothy Aalseth  . . . . . . . . . . .CAS

Steve Abendroth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MTA

Dale & Dee Bamford  . . . . . . . . . . . . OKA

Barbara Woo & Scott Bauer . . . . . . . .CAS

Gene & Connie Baugher . . . . . . . . . . OLY

Sandi Berg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IND

Arlyn Boatsman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MET

Denise & Robert Bokum . . . . . . . . . . . INL

Garry & Penelope Booker . . . . . . . . . .PUR

David & Susan Bradford . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Susan M Branch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WIL

Evie & John Bredeson  . . . . . . . . . . . TRA

Lettie Broughton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WHA

Barb Carpenter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IND

Danny & Jeanie Chappel  . . . . . . . . . . INL

Terry & Victoria Clark  . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Melinda Codling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Leslie Coey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LEW

Linda & Thomas Cornish . . . . . . . . . TAH

Joel Crosby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PIE

Everyll Davison . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ISL

Allen & Missy Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Alan & Laura Drager  . . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Eileen Kiera, Jack & Naomi Duffy . . . IND

Jeff & Sheryl Engler . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RAT

David Everitt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Kaye Fossum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MAS

Joseph & Cynthia Gauthier . . . . . . . . WEN

Robert & Vicki Gish . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RAT

Rich & Louise Guthrie . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Melinda M Hardin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Larry & Jill Heming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PIE

Gayle Hennings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PIE

Name  Chapter
Judith & Bob Hoyle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . ENU

Russ Humphrey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

David & Janis Jackson  . . . . . . . . . . . LEW

Sharon & Jack Jenson . . . . . . . . . . . .WHA

Julie Jindal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OKA

Bill & Jacquie Joner . . . . . . . . . . . . . OKA

Loree Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MTA

Sandi Kampen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MTS

Mary Kane  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PIE

Robert Kavanaugh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PEN

Peg Greiwe & Dale Kelley . . . . . . . . . IND

Kathryn Koven  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . INL

Patti Krakowka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IND

Jeffrey LaBreck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Buzz Larson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WSO

Nancy & Bob Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GRA

Fred & Lori Lennox & family  . . . . . .PUR

Ed, Teri, & Alli Letcher  . . . . . . . . . . WEN

Robert & Karen Mayer . . . . . . . . . . . ENU

Mary McIntyre Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MTA

Rebecca Meyers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IND

Mike & Judy Miller  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PIE

Robert & Doreen Moore . . . . . . . . . . .CAS

Heather & Daren Moorman  . . . . . . . MTA

Thomas & Kristine Moran  . . . . . . . . . IND

Russell & Cynthia Morse . . . . . . . . . .RAT

John Myers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CAS

John & Jan Nelson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IND

Ann Olli  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IND

Mike & Chris Parks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RAT

David & Cathy Petrie . . . . . . . . . . . . .PUR

Glen & Kathy Reed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Lori Kay Reilly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IND

Eva Jo & Walter Robb . . . . . . . . . . . .WHA

Name  Chapter
Garry & Star Roestel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IND

Lewis Roggenbuck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PUR

Joseph & Marcia Russell  . . . . . . . . . .RAT

Stephen & Emma Russell . . . . . . . . . NOR

Darlene Sabey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BUC

Mike & Robbie Schuette . . . . . . . . . . MTA

Al Schwiesow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MTA

Susan Sebastian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WNS

Bill Slusher & Linda Shields  . . . . . . WEN

Bob Shonka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CAP

Bob & Sidney Showalter . . . . . . . . . . GRA

Roni Strupat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CCR

Dave & Gail Sunde . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IND

Gene & Mary Sutliff . . . . . . . . . . . . . .PUR

Gerald L & Margaret Throop . . . . . . .RAT

Jan Trafelet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MTA

Krohn & Shirley Traversie  . . . . . . . . . IND

Brian & Cindi Vance . . . . . . . . . . . . . MTA

Loren & Cheree Vixie . . . . . . . . . . . . .CAP

Karen Stevenson & Craig Volosing  . TAH

Rich & Kay Wagner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . BUC

Jann & Ray Walker & family . . . . . . .RAT

Ken Wegner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Dave & Bonnie Welch . . . . . . . . . . . . TRA

Kim E Wells  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WNS

Patti Wible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PIE

Greg & Brenda Wiebe & family . . . . . NIS

Carol D Wilcox . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MTA

Maxi Gumprecht & Bonnie Witrak . . WEN

Richard Woodfin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TAH

Teunis & Pat Wyers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MTA

Joann Yost . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MTA

Patricia Yust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .WHA

2007 Optional Members
Backcountry Horsemen of Washington express their gratitude to those who contribute to BCHW as “Contributing”, “Sustaining”, 
“Patron”, and “Benefactor” members for 2007. The Optional Membership Program is available to all members for renewal or new 
membership. Members in this program pay only the optional membership fee which includes the Family or Single Membership.

BCHW Mission Statement 
The primary purpose of Backcountry 
Horsemen of Washington is to work toward 
the perpetuation of the legal and moral claim 
by American people to use horses and mules 
for recreation on public lands.

Do you want your ad 
featured in the next issue?  

Call (360) 754-4543 
today!
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Join BCHW
Today!

Quantity  (circle color where applicable) Price
____Baseball Logo Caps: Dk Blue, Dk Green, 
 Black @ $ 15.00  __________
____Scarves: Green Yellow Red $ 6.00  __________
____Truck Decals @ $ 3.50   __________
____Bumper Stickers @ $ 1.50   __________
____Shoulder Patch @ $ 3.00   __________
Volunteer Patch
____50 Hr Chevron @ $ 1.50   __________  
____100 Hr Chevron @ $ 1.50   __________
____200 Hr Chevron @ $ 1.75   __________
____500 Hr Chevron @ $ 1.75 
BCH Guide Book
____(If mailed) @ $ 1.75   __________
____(If not mailed) @ $ .50  __________
BCHW Calendars
____(Calendar) @ $ 11.95  __________
____(Shrink Wrap) @ $ .50   __________
____Shipping @ $ 1.95  __________
BCHW Silhouette Sticker: Black White @ $ 10.00  __________
BCHW Christmas Cards
____(If mailed) @ $ 9.00  __________
____(If not mailed) @ $ 8.00  __________
 TAX (7.7%) $ __________ 
 TOTAL ENCLOSED  $ _________  

2007 Membership Application: Backcountry Horsemen of Washington, Inc.
All Adult Members Need To Sign The Form. Chapter Members: Turn in to chapter treasurer.

Independent Members mail to: BCHW ATTN: MEMBERSHIP, 110 W. 6th Ave., PMB 393, Ellensburg, WA 98926

I would like to help preserve the Horsemen’s rights to use horses on public lands.

( )New Member ( )Renewal/Past Member Mmbr #:__________County _______________________ Legislative District  __________

Adult Names (please print) _____________________________________________________________________________________

Children Names (please print)  __________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________City _____________________State _____Zip  _______________

Phone ( _____ ) ______________ Email __________________________________Chapter  _______________________________

State membership for 2007 calendar year.
Family Membership  $ 49  ________
Single Membership  $ 36  ________
Additional State Donation  $   ________
Chapter Dues  $   ________
Optional Memberships
(includes Family or Single Membership)
Contributing Member  $ 65  ________
Sustaining Member  $ 100 _______
Patron Member  $ 250 _______
Benefactor Member  $ 500 _______
TOTAL ENCLOSED  $   ________

Send Order to: 
Donna Geerdes
16486 Allen West Rd. • Bow, WA 98232
360.757.8124

Name: (Please Print) ________________________________

_______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

_______________________________________________

City ___________________________________________

State _______________  Zip  _______________________

Recognizing the fact that there is a potential for an accident wherever horse use is involved, which can 
cause injuries to horses, riders, and spectators, and also recognizing the fact that Backcountry Horse-
men of Washington, Inc., including chapters, officers, directors, or members cannot always know the 
condition of trails or the experience of riders or horses taking part in Trail Rides or other BCHW func-
tions, I do hereby release the above named from any claim or right for damages which might occur to 
me, my minor children or horses.

Signed _____________________________________ Dated ______________________
Signed  ____________________________________ Dated ______________________
Signed _____________________________________ Dated ______________________

Dues are not deductible as Charitable Contributions for Income Tax Purposes. Dues may 
be considered ordinary and necessary business deductions.

The information on this membership application will be shared with BCH of America, and if so designated by 
the applicant, the appropriate local chapter of BCHW. Otherwise, the information will not be divulged to any 
other person or organization without the express permission of the applicant.

BCHW Store & Membership Application



BCHW Chapter Locations & Directors
ALPINE LAKES TRAIL RIDERS CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 533 • Cle Elum, WA 98922
Director: Dan Birklid  3170 Nelson Siding Rd • Cle Elum, WA 98922 509-656-3333 danandjulinna@cablespeed.com  
BUCKHORN RANGE CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 845 • Chimacum, WA 98325
Director: Jeff Chapman  640 George Cape Rd • Pt Townsend 98368 360-385-6364 bbbranch@olympus.net
CAPITOL RIDERS CHAPTER:  711 Gish Rd • Onalaska, WA 98570
Director: Jeff LaBreck  P.O. Box 716 • Tenino 98589  360-264-7901 wildhorses@scattercreek.com
CASCADE HORSE CLUB CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 1359 • Lake Stevens, WA 98258
Director: Barbara Vache’  12015 60th St NE • Lake Stevens, WA 98258  425-334-6010 dunerydr2@aol.com
CRAB CREEK RIDERS CHAPTER:  P. O. Box 519 • Moses Lake, WA 98837
Director: Bob Mayer  9 K St NE • Ephrata, WA 98823  509-754-3095  bobkarenmayer@hotmail.com
ENUMCLAW TRAIL RIDERS CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 411 • Enumclaw, WA 98022
Director: Jeff Dierkes  P.O. Box 591 • South Prairie 98385 360-897-6589 jdierkes@centurytel.net
FERRY COUNTY CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 1124 • Republic, WA 99166
Director: George Young  92 Springridge Rd • Republic 99166  509-775-9998 rockyridge@pwi.net
GRAYS HARBOR CHAPTER:  295 Powers Ck Rd • Elma, WA 98541
Director: Lori Lennox  82 ONeill Rd • Elma 98541  360-482-2742 llennox@centurytel.net
INLAND EMPIRE CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 30891 • Spokane, WA 99223 509-924-6403 ejean@qwest.net
Director: Lewis Sutton/Michelle Levar  1619 S Morrow Rd • Spokane 99216   alkifarm@hughes.net
ISLAND COUNTY CHAPTER:  2936 E Keller Rd • Langley, WA 98260 360-321-2069 poak@whidbey.com & 
Director: Sharon Vanderslice/Bret Christensen 2526 Sunlight Beach Rd • Clinton 98236  360-331-5681 acdc@whidbey.com
LEWIS COUNTY CHAPTER:  362 Pigeon Springs Rd • Onalaska, WA 98570
Director: Jim Thode  362 Pigeon Springs Rd • Onalaska 98570  360-978-5336 jthode@myhome.net
MASON COUNTY CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 1504 • Shelton, WA 98584
Director: Amy Carpenter  4611 SE Bloomfield Rd • Shelton 98584  360-427-5894  aljc911@yahoo.com
METHOW VALLEY CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 902 • Twisp, WA 98856
Director: Bill Ford  302 Twisp River Rd • Twisp 98856  509-997-0133 wpjzford@mymethow.com
MOUNT ADAMS CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 1835 • White Salmon, WA 98672
Director: Dave Welch  776 Wall St. • White Salmon 98672  509-637-2614 rangecop@gorge.net
MOUNT SAINT HELENS CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 418 • Brush Prairie, WA 98606
Director: Gary Collins  11116 NE 202nd Ave • Brush Prairie 98606  360-892-7683 gcinbp@msn.com
NISQUALLY CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 641 • Yelm, WA 98597
Director: David Boe  17010 Canal Rd SE • Yelm, WA 98597  360-458-5577 yelm726@hotmail.com
NORTHEAST CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 3094 • Deer Park, WA 99006
Director: Jeanne Koester  12311 E Randall Rd • Mead, WA 99021  509-238-3267  backcountryrider@gmail.com
OAKLAND BAY CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 1285 • Shelton, WA 98584
Director: John Rogers  251 E Sunset Rd • Shelton 98584  360-426-4664  obcdirector@hotmail.com
OKANOGAN VALLEY CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 812 • Tonasket, WA 98855
Director: Trygve Culp  P.O. Box 484 • Tonasket, WA 98855  509-486-2061 thculp@ncidata.com
OLYMPIC CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 1629 • Silverdale, WA 98383
Director: Jim Murphy   360-874-0573 jimmurphy@priestriver.com
PENINSULA CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 1931 • Port Angeles, WA 98362
Director: Marc Reinertson  1653 Township Line Rd • Port Angeles 98362  360-452-5518  almostaranch@olympus.net
PIERCE COUNTY CHAPTER:  P. O. Box 1461 • Graham, WA 98338
Director: Sally Laib  P.O. Box 39 • Kapowsin 98344 360-893-6188 slaib@centurytel.net
PURPLE SAGE RIDERS CHAPTER:  211516 E Cochran Rd • Kennewick, WA 99337
Director: Heather Moorman  211504 E Cochran Rd • Kennewick 99337  509-585-4001  horse_crazy@charter.net
RATTLESNAKE RIDGE RIDERS CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 63 • Benton City, WA 99320
Director: Dan Chappel  31005 West Kelly Rd • Benton City 99320  509-588-4342  chapchar05@bentonrea.com
SCATTER CREEK RIDERS CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 1016 • Rochester, WA 98579
Director: Darrell Wallace  4538 180th Way SW • Rochester 98579  360-273-8748 dlwallace700@comcast.net
SKAGIT CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 188 • Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 
Director: Larry Lowe  10423 Fruitdale Rd • Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 360-856-0865  farm4ever@verizon.net
TAHOMA CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 191 • Hobart, WA 98025
Director: Kim Wells  22615 212th Ave SE • Maple Valley 98038  253-261-6188  kwells@whiteriver.wednet.edu
TRAILDUSTERS CHAPTER:  P. O. Box 794 • Snohomish, WA 98290 425-334-9277 
Director: Gene Schultz     rschu10155@aol.com
TRI RIVERS CHAPTER: P.O. Box 133 • Carlton, WA 98814
Director: Jane Byram  814 Twisp River Rd • Twisp 99856  509-997-7407  lntjane_3@hotmail.com
WENAS VALLEY CHAPTER: P.O. Box 1325 • Selah, WA 98942
Director: Krohn Traversie  141 Homby Rd • Grandview 98930  509-992-5258  krohn_t@yahoo.com
WENATCHEE VALLEY CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 1402 • Wenatchee, WA 98807
Director: Carol Wilcox  18456 Camp 12 Rd • Leavenworth 98826 509-763-3470  powerone@nineofnine.com
WEST SOUND CHAPTER: P.O. Box 2402 • Port Orchard, WA 98366
Director: Patti Wible    flyingpigranch@wavecable.com
WHATCOM COUNTY CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 28607 • Bellingham, WA 98228
Director: Melinda Hardin  6232 Noble Oaks Lane • Ferndale 98248  360-312-1113  mmhardin@msn.com
WILLAPA HILLS CHAPTER:  3417 State Route 105 • Grayland, WA 98547
Director: Kate Adair  P.O. Box 668 • Raymond 98577   kajoad@comcast.net
WINE COUNTRY RIDERS CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 641 • Prosser, WA 99350
Director: Randy Ridenour  306 W Nicka Rd • Grandview 98930  509-882-3983  ridenour@charter.net
YAKIMA VALLEY CHAPTER:  P.O. Box 655 • Selah WA 98942
Director: Steve Miller  1471 Old Cowiche Rd • Tieton 98947  509-678-5013  smiller@nwinfo.net



2007 Happy 30th, BCHW!
BCHW General 
Membership Meeting June 2nd & 3rd, 2007

Come and represent your chapter! Admire wild horses (and take a few 

home), take part in the annual auction, and enjoy a BBQ chicken dinner 

(must place your order by May 15). See inside on page 6 for details.

Join us for the 

See you there!

Photos By Jim Thode


